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Turnitin Similarity report

Turnitin checks a piece of writing, highlighting sections and combinations of words
that are matched to resources in the Turnitin database. The Turnitin database is
extremely comprehensive and contains a range of previously submitted assignments
from around the world, as well as published documents and websites.

When you have submitted a document and it has been processed by Turnitin, you

will see a percentage 'match' and a Turnitin ID number. & Turnitin ID: 1590911132
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Click on the blue pen icon to open your Turnitin report:

Navigating the similarity report

The list down the right side shows all matched sources that share word combinations
with your submission. The below example has five content matches, with the list
displaying the source of the material. For this submission, 23% of the work has been
taken from the top listed source, 20% from the next, 19% from the next, and so on.

Your submission is shown on the left side of the screen, with the numbered and
highlighted text corresponding to the numbered sources on the right side.

In this example, the first match is numbered one and the highlighted text in the
document also is numbered one.

A similarity index shows the percentage of the
work submitted that matches another source
already in the Turnitin database. In this example
76% of the submitted document has been
matched to other sources.

Match Overview
Water quality in Canterbury

0,
- 76%
Swimming quality 5
w.stuff.co.nz 23% >
Swimming water quality monitoring is carried out at popular recreational river, lake and
coastal bathing sites throughout Canterbury during summer, which allows us to assess
baseline conditions, trends and public health risks. * 2 wirw.sehuyn.goving 20% >
. . 76
Water samples are collected weekly from around 100 sites from mid-November to the o Er R G o
.. L ) 3 s 19% >
beginning of March. Each bathing site is given an overall swimming water quality grade =
based on the testing of water samples collected by our staff and an assessment of the site’s
susceptibility to faecal contamination. Y| 4 vwewcpublcheatthoo... 119 >
@
(S 5 Submitted to Lincoln U... 3% >
Water Quality +
@

small point about the figures you quoted. One third of the river sites that

nvironment Canterbury (ECan) is monitoring this summer are unsafe for swimming. Five
years ago one quarter were unsafe. ECan monitors where people want to swim, so the sites
we monitor now are not all the same as those we monitored five years ago. These figures
don't quite compare like with like.

You can download a .pdf copy or print the Similarity report.
To do this, click on the ¥ icon and choose Current view.
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Excluding certain sources from the Similarity Report

You may wish to exclude certain matches from the similarity report for a variety of
reasons. To do so, follow these steps:

e Usethe > arrow to expand the sources, and select the sources that you want to
exclude by clicking the boxes

e Down the bottom of the window, click on Exclude Sources [}, ]
S

e To complete the exclusion, click on the Apply Changes at the bottom of the page. If
the excluded source affects the Overall Similarity Index, this will recalculate.

e To restore sources to the similarity report, click on the View/edit excluded icon @
then tick the boxes and I |or C|iCk| Restore A |

Note: References and quotes are usually included in the similarity report,
but these can be excluded from the report by clicking the filter icon:;

Reviewing your similarity report

As a general rule, if you have taken small quantities of work from other sources, you
should have produced suitable academic work, providing you have referenced and
cited appropriately. These 'quantities of work' will vary depending on what the piece
of work is; for example, a literature review will likely have a higher number of
matches than a personal reflection assignment.

Always be guided by what is appropriate of the type of work you are undertaking and
the confirm with the person who set the assessment, or your supervisor, if you are in
doubt as to what is expected of you.

LTL drop-in sessions, appointments, and workshops are available and
recommended for learning how to incorporate sources effectively into your writing.
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